eEmpowerment Zone
Student/Intern Guide

2009

Texas A&M University
Department of Teaching, Learning & Culture 1 eEducation Group




2

TheeEmpowerment Student Gumtes created for Accelerate Online students to gain familiarity
with accessing and usirggveral eZone resources. In this guide, students will learn about the
following eZone features.
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|. What is the eEmpowerment Zone

TheeEmpowerment Zone(eZone)is a comprehensive, wdiased eLearning and professional
development center that was designed for -adaching community of learners and contributors:
preservice and inservice teachers, administrators, media specialists, higher educatioanfdculty
students. This guide will predominantly focus on the eZone resources and tools that are widely
used in théAccelerate Onlinéeacher certification program.

TheeZoneis a dynamic, crdemand delivery platform, developed by Trina Davis and Arlen

Strade from the eEducation Group at Texas A&M. The eZone enablests or communities

of educators to access instructional modules, as well as integrated resources and tools that
support teaching and le@ng, collaboration, mentoring, and coaching. By orgiag)

instructional webbased modules, individualizédy eAssessment Centeesectronic portfolios
(ePortfoliog, resources and tools intesimgleintegrated system, teaching candidates can
seamlessly complete the online and fietdmponents of the Accetgte Online certification

program, while receiving extensive support from university supervisors, mentor teachers, and
program staff. eZone instructional resources are embedded in realistic and relevant contexts and
are tied to state and national standaodsriculum integration and best practice.

One of the hallmarks of treEEmpowerment Zons theeZonemodule. They are edemand,
learning objects that can be used as stdade resources or integrated into full academic
courses or professional devpioent programs. Many eZone modules incorporate pretests and
posttests, formative Try This activities, projdesed activities, and video clips.

The My eAssessment Center the nucleus of theZone Each eZone user has a persdngl

eAssessment Centdiat housesxensive performance data on their online instructional module
assessments, field experiences or classroom observations, and ePcdésiiorents. Accessed

from theMy eAssessment Centér e e ZeaPortéolio system allows educators to subm

various instrational artifacts to their interactive, wddased portfolios that chronicle their work
throughout their professional development experiences or teacher preparation progeams.
eEmpowerment Zone includes extra features likeeZmne Quaerly an online newsletter, as

well as a onlindResource Media CentandBreak Roomt hat al |l ow the eZoneds
learners to review, nominate, and share a broad range of instructional resources.
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Il. Preparing Your Home or Work Computer

As pat of the Accelerate Online Program, 31 online modules have been created to provide
background and teaching strategies needed by recent graduatescaresidprofessionals to

become secondary teachers. Before beginning the online modules, teachingteasthiolald
complete the following steps to prepare their computers for successful access/use of the online
modules.To have access to all features of the online modules, make sure yothkaked for

and/or installed the free versions of the following mgrams. The suggestions that we have made
below are minimum requirements. Certainly, the newest versions of these programs are optimal.

Preparing Your Computer for eZone Udéote- Using a PC is Optimal

For best viewing we suggest you view the modulesgudicrosoft Internet Explorer version
6.0 orNetscape6.2 or higheir To downloac - Go to
http:/www.microsoft.com/windows/ie/default.a§fR
http://channels.netscape.com/ns/browsers/download.jsp

1. First, access the Test Pdgegoing to
http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/modules/testpage.8kig to
Testing Your Computer, if all tests pass on the Test Page, otherwise
continue to Step 2.

2. Real Player- To downloac - Go tohttp://www.real.com

a. Click on the AFREE Real One Playero | in
corner of the page
b. Click on the fiDownload the Free Real On

bottom right of the page

3. Macromedia FlashPlugin (for Internet Explorer)To downloac
Go tohttp://www.macromedia.com/shockwave/download/alternates/

4. Java Script needs to be enabled in the web browser that you use
(Internet Explorer or Netscape).

5. Instructions for Internet Explorer:
a. Openinternet Explorer  Select the TOOLS Men - Then
select INTERNET OPTIONS
b. Click on the SECURITY tab
c. The default for the Securityevel should be MEDIUM, if it
i snét set, adjust it toextmedi um by movi

pagg.
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Cookiesneed to be enabled as well:
Instructions for Internet Explorer:
a. Openinternet Explorer  Select the TOOLS Men - Then
select INTERNET OPTIONS
b. Click on the PRIVACY tab
8. The default for the Privacy Setting shouldM& D1 UM, i f it
adjust it to medium by moving the slid&ee below].
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Testing Your Computer for eZone Use
Now that you have prepared your computer, visit the Test Padetl to see if
all of the features are working correctly.

Using the Test Page

Everyone should visit the Test Page once you have checked for or installed all of
the recommended software on your computer. The Test Page will allow you to
determine that all features are working correctly on your computer.

1. To access the Test Re_ Go to
http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/modules/testpage.html

2. The Test Page includestest f or Macr omedi ads FIl ash
One Player, Java capabilities, Java Script capabilities, and Cookie
capabilities. Simply move down the page reading each box and
checking the functionality for each one. The Flash and Real Player
tests have linkprovided where they can be downloaded. If the tests
for Java capabilities, Java Script capabilities, and Cookie capabilities
fail you will need to reference this document.

lll. Practicing Your Login

Although some areas in the eZone like ¢d®ne Quaerly newsletteras well as the online
Resource Media CentandBreak Roomand technical and pedagogical glossadesyot

require that users log in, many other resources associated walkdékerate Onlinggrogram do.

To access the eZone, yomply need to go to the following URL or web address:

Helpful Reminders >

The eZone:
http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu

http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/MA

You might want to Bookmarkthese pages in your browser for easy access.
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The eZonebs My eAssessment Center:


http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/modules/testpage.html
http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/
http://empowermentzone.tamu.edu/MA

To Log in to the eZone Select Log In at the top right of the front page.
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Log In

Welcome to the
eEmpowerment Zone!

@ Select modules based on your needs

@ Check out the Resource Media Center

Getting
Started

t

Register
atthe
ZONE

@ Have fun in the virtual Break Room

Learn
eZone News About Us

Important Site Updates: e have
added several useful features to
the "My efssessment Center”
Also, to view your overall module Enter the
status, simply click on Full Listing ZONE
under the Module Summary

section. more

Getting Started | Register at the eZons | Enterthe eZone | Leam About Us | sZons Dveniew

x|
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Next, enter yourUser NameandPasswordthen presgogin. [Large Communities that have
been given key codes can access self registration from this page].

(@ eEmpowerment Zone Login - Netscape g@@

. File Edit Wiew Go Bookmarks Tools ‘window Help

@ O @ Q ‘ & hiip://empower mentzone, tamu,edu/reg/login bt [Ds Search ] ﬂo @

43 Home G Radio [ Metscape € Search [JRookmarke % Accelerate Onlin...
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Cookies are enabled on your computer.

Please Login
User Name:
Password

Login using MetlD

ePortfolio Center
Resource Media
Center

Ifyou're experiencing problems logging in, log out first (to clear your
cookie settings), quit your browser, and log in again

Support Genter
Help & Tutorials Iyou are an A&M student setup to use your MetlD/password, you

Accelerate need to Login Here.

Evaluation Forms
Ifyouforgot your password, you can reset your password by clicking
on the following link. You will need to use the email address you

Learn About Us .
registered with us

Reset your password

eZone Quarterly
Break Room

[ = [

Once, you have entered your User Name and Password, if you have problems, go to the Test
Page Seepageb) to determine if all the technical features ameking on your computer. If you
still have problems, contact usaicelerate@etamu.edu
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V.

eZone Navigation Menui Quick Reference

eZone Home The diamond at the top of the side menu takes you tiodhe
index page of the eZone
Login This link will take you to the LOGIN page of the eZone

My eAssessment Center

TheMy eAssessment Centsithe nucleus of theZone Each
eZoneuser has a persondly eAssessment Centbat houses
extensive performace data on their online instructioral
professional development module assessments (pretests g
posttests), classroom observations, @Rdrtfolioassessments.
TheMy eAssessment Centecludes overall user progress dg
on module enrollment, completi and assessment.

Online Modules

eZoneModules include handsn, interactive online
instructional content and projeloased learning activities.
Components of the modules include: automatically scored
pretests and posttestsyfoa t i ve A Tr yes, Vided s
segments and feedback prompts. The modules are designg
around ongoing needs sensing and state aiimhal standards)

ePortfolio Center

This will take you to the ePortfolio Center which allows you
search through all public student ePoitslin the eZone

Resource Media Center

Directs you to a comprehensive resource libraBoneusers
are encouraged to continually contribute to the RMC by
submitting and/or rating @ealth ofresources across various
collections: Lesson Building Tools,u@iculum Resources,
Professional Development Resources, Publications Collect
Developer Central and a Media Library.

Accelerate Online
Program

This link takes you to the Accelerate Online Program home
page

Support Center

This will take you to te eZone Support Center which provid
resources for students, supervisors and mentors

Help & Tutorials

This link will direct you to several help and tutorial documel
that an Accelerate user might need

Accelerate Evaluation
Forms

This link takes youd several online forms for Accelerate
supervisors, mentors, cooperating teachers, interns and sty
teachers

Welcome to the eZone

This page includes a welcome note, and provides descripti
of several features in the eZone

Learn About Us

This page povides an overview of the work of the eEducatiq
Group

Contact Us

This page provides you with all the contact information for
eZone administrators and developers

eZone Quarterly

This feature keeps you updated on upcoming events, prom
practies, and highlights stellar educational resources.

Break Room

TheeZoneBreak Roonis designed to give users a space to
freely explore diverse wetesources, outside of structured
instructional activities. TheZonés community of learers can
take break, to freely experience the breadth, depth and cre
power of the Web.

Instructional Glossary

This page provides definitions to key educational terms ang
those used throughout the eZone

Technical Glossary

This page provides definitions to key teataliterms and thosg
used throughout the eZone
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